and dry them up as leaves in autumn. Unable to bear his scourge, the devatas and
we, Trimurtis, will perform a mighty Yajna for the appearance of Devi Lalita, who will
rise from the homa flames as Sarva-Devata-swarupam. Devi Lalita will regenerate
the worlds and destroy Bhandasura. After reducing Bhandasura's body to ashes,
Devi Lalita will bring you back to life with fresh power over all the three worlds; and
you will both be ever happy thereafter." With this assurance, Rati Devi and Madana
prostrated again before Lord Brahma and departed in peace.

HAYAGRIVA continued: Thus, 0 Khumbhasambhava, was the manner in which
Manmadha was cursed by Brahma. As there is no escape from a curse of any of
the Trimurtis - Hari-Hara-Virinchi - Kandarpa was at last burnt to ashes by Rudra
opening his third eye in wrath. I have thus related to you how and why Kandarpa
met his fate. What more would you like to know from me .

BHANDASURA's BIRTH

AGASTHYA: 0 Wise one! Chief of Adepts in speech! Kindly relate unto me the
birth of Bhandasura and his brothers in great detail, 0 Lord!

HAYAGRIVA: When every one had deserted Sthanvasrama after Kama-Dahana,
the place was a veritable cemetery with the ashes of Kama Deva lying in a heap.
Into this desolate scene there came Chitrakarma Ganeswara, a great sculptor. He
walked upto Kandarpa's ashes and most skillfully fashioned a form-lean, lanky, and
cadaverous matching with the surroundings " from the ashes of Kama Deva. By
invoking the grace of Rudra, he breathed life into the figure and lo! it came alive.
Thus, where Kama Deva had been burnt to ashes by the wrathful flame of Rudra's
third-eye, there came into being the greatest of danavas by name Bhandasura as a
result of the abundant grace of the same Rudra. His lean, lanky body was as hard
as a diamond. By virtue of inherent power of the ashes of Kandarpa, out of which
he had risen, he was master of Maya and could create or produce illusions at will.
Thin and tall in stature, with a cadaverous body formed of skin and bone only, his
fierce, burning eyes instilled fear in the onlookers; he had a large birth-mark on his
face and was armed with a dagger capable of inflicting the tortures of Hell.
Chitrakarma felt pleased with his handiwork. Embracing Bhandasura with affection,
he taught him the Sata Rudriyam" and said lovingly: "Lord Shiva is easily pleased.
Propitiate him using this powerful Mantra. He will certainly grant you all you ask for,
because he is now. of a certainty, displeased with all the devas and devatas for
setting up Kama Deva to rouse passions in his ever-serene heart".

Bhandasura accordingly performed tapas for a full hundred days, uttering Japa
of the Sata-Rudriyam, with an undivided mind. Pleased with his persevering devotion
. Rudra appeared before him seated on his bull, Nandi, and bade him desire boons.
Bhandasura worshipped Rudra with great humility and said "0 Lord! If thou art well
pleased with me, kindly grant that none in the three worlds should be able to take
my life, that half of the energy of my foes be added unto mine and that their astras
and sastras should have no effect what-so-ever on me." Lord Shiva granted him
these three boons and, in addition, blessed him with un-challenged sovereignty over
the three worlds for a period of six thousand years. Witnessing all this, Brahma
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